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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TA: TSPA.BEXP.IT 

SUBJ: APPROVAL OF FUNDING FOR LISI PROGRAM 

1. EMBASSY PLEASED TO ADVISE FULL FUNDING APPROVAL GIVEN BY GOI 
OF SIRIO COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE PROJECT. THIS PROGRAM WILL 
PROVIDE WIDEBAND COMMUNICATIONS FOR TV, TELEPHONE. DATA TRANSMISSION 
AND ATMOSPHERIC MEASUREMENTS USING SATELLITE POSITIONED OVER 
ITALY. 

2. IT INCLUDES $9,600,000 PURCHASE BY GOI OF DELTA-THOR LAUNCH 
VEHICLE FROM NASA. THESE FUNDS DO NOT INCLUDE AN AS YET UNIDENTI- 
FIED AMOUNT TOTALLING SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS FOR PURCHASES 
WITHIN U.S. OF SYSTEMS, SUB SYSTEMS, AND COMPONENTS FOR THE 
SATELLITE. 

3. EMBASSY NOTES THAT PROGRAM HAD BEEN DROPPED IN EARLY 1973 FOR 
LACK OF FUNDS. WITH OUR ASSISTANCE AND INTENSIVE EFFORTS, 

GOI INCLUDED FUNDING IN NEW BUDGET AS NOTED ABOVE.VOLPE 
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